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T Starting about 100 years ago, on the cusp of the Modern move-
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Soane’s brand of stark, lucid design, asserting that the eardy 19th-
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Sir John Scane’s Museam holds the largest collec-
tion of architect maodels in the United Kingdom
and one of the most representative in the world,
Come spring, 41 models —out of 120 or so-—will be
on view in the Soanc’s storied Model Room when it
re-opens to the public for the first time since 1850,
Just as Soane always intended. Ouwtside the Model
Room, another 67 of the models will grace other
spaces around the muscum, We spoke to the Soane’s
director, Abraham Thomas, about the models and
the Adopt-A-Model initiative now underway to keep
them in model shape.

What did Soane have in mind by collecting
these models?

The models bring about an architecture museum in
miniature, allowing today's visitors, and students in
Soanc’s time, to embark on their very own Grand
Tour without leaving the building,

Besides an educative purpose, do the models
serve other roles?

Lots, Why, some models in o
even been used as legal evid
In the 205t century, models are still impo
widely used by engineers, set designers, developers,
plammers and architects — anyvone who wants 0 visu-

lection that have
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alize architectural ideas

Why was the Adopt-A-Model
program implemented?

Just like anything that has lasted
nearly two centuries, the Soane's
historic models, partic ¢ those
miade of cork; have sulfered from the
depredations of time and dey 1
in environment. They need some
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I.  His omission of clements us

o
2, His astylar or stripped-down classicism,

3. His linear decoration, often only
using incised lines or grooves have
been praised by modern commen-
tators for their simplicity and refine-
ment. In Soane’s day, though, the
lines were criticized for looking like

scored Joins of pork.”
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ally found in classical buil
s and entabilatures, o remove all projections from interior n.|||1.

"TLC 50 that we can ensure that
they can safely be displayed for
another 200 years,

Okay, how can one Adopt-A-
Model?

Get in touch with C
Bassadone in the Developm
Department at chassadone@soanc.orguk. Adoption donations range
from S830 10 $85,500 and are tax deductible, less any benefits derived
from the donation. Since the campaign was launched in London in_June
2004, 31 models have been adopted, and there are stll plenty of other

models

the real treasures in the collection. You can ever

TAnge W gel recogni-
tiom an a special Model Donor board near the Model Room. And a model
adoption might even be tempring as a gift for that special someone!

In his Royal Academy Lecture X1, Soane commented: The groat
beauty of architectural compasition consists wore in . froportion, sywmery
and propriety of form._ . and in appropriste decoration than in a great profis-
ston of arnaments,
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the most difficult exercise of the human
1 Helen Dorey comments: *“This is
as close as Soane ever got 1o an analysis
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of his own stylel™
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21ST-CENTURY
ARTISTS AND
ARTISANS
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MR. DE MONTEBELLO
KICKS OFF NEW
LECTURE SERIES

unuel C. Miller Memori

v tribute 1w Sam and his in
contribution o the Foundation and o the
m world, The first walk will take pl
wt The Century Associntion in New York City
on Wednesday, November 5, 2004, Charles
E. Pierce, Jr., former Director of the Mo
rv and & close friend of Sam’s will
miake some opening remarks and will intro-
duce Philippe de Montebello, Director Emeri-
s of the Metropolitan Museum of Ant and
now an edvcator at NYLUs Instinne of Fine
Arts. In his lecture, entitled “The Muscum

BOOK YOUR TOUR TODAY

Orver the next ye

r, the Soane Museum plans 1o
ofler new focused tours exploring subjects
architectural models, portraiture, antiquities
ne's architectural office.

and the work of
The muscum may even offer a behind-the-
scenes experience, “We held a special event for
our patrons this summer that included a t
1o the conservation studic says Abraham.
“Our g found it fascinating to glimpse
ongoing conservation work, like the gilding of
picture frames about to be rehung in the North
Drawing Room.”

PRE-BOOKED TOURS: Once a day, Tues-
days through Fridays, an hourlong tour at
L10 per person. Book onlineswww.soane.org/
vou tftours/

BESPOKE OFFERINGS: Special private tours
¢ be arranged with a spe %
information, please contact Lamehues, Ve

with curators
donation,
Driana West at dws

soane.org.uk.

Vinitors v Sir_Jeihmn Soane’s Masenm in Londos

as Medium,” de Montebello plans 1o use Sir
John Soane's Museum as an archetype 1o
illustrate how museums are anything but neu-
tral environments for the display of works of
art, The lecture will also illuminate how vari-
ous museum installation stvles create n

tives that alter context, meaning, aned effect.
make a reservation, contact the Soane Founda-
tion office or go online o purchase tickets.
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